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John Buckley is vice president of Product Development and Technical 

Execution for the Engineering, Sciences and Technology organization in the 

Mission Systems sector.  

 

In this role, Buckley is responsible for transitioning mission systems to product line based architectures. 

His organization’s business facing roles serve as the primary interface to the sector divisions and focus on 

successful technical execution of sector programs. He is also responsible for the Engineering Center of 

Excellence, which provides design rules, standardized processes, technical development and solution 

support services across multiple disciplines.  

 

Prior to taking his current position, Buckley was most recently the vice president of Engineering and 

Sciences for the Eastern Region of Northrop Grumman’s Missions Systems sector. He led an organization 

of more than 6,100 engineers, managers, directors and contract labor personnel in all aspects of 

engineering and logistics execution across sector programs. He also had executive responsibility for all 

engineering and logistics activities in Baltimore, Annapolis, and Sykesville, Maryland; Charlottesville, 

Virginia; Rolling Meadows, Illinois; and Bethpage, New York. 

 

Buckley joined Northrop Grumman in 1984 and has held a number of technical, management and 

leadership positions in engineering and program management including hardware manager for multiple 

electro optical programs and IPT lead on Undersea Programs. In 1998, he was appointed manager of 

Mechanical Design and Data Management at Oceanic and Naval Systems division. 

 

In 2002, Buckley was named deputy program manager for the Agile Beam Radar Program and 

subsequently program director for the Internal Forward-Looking Infrared Targeting System. In 2006, he 

served as director of Hardware Engineering at the Baltimore location. 

 
Buckley was appointed vice president, Engineering and Manufacturing for the Central Region in 2008 in 

Rolling Meadows, Illinois, where he was responsible for all operations pertaining to the engineering and 

manufacturing business portfolio including system architecture and design, detailed design and analysis 

and production capabilities for multiple product lines which included electro-optics/infrared, electronic 

warfare and automated test equipment. 

 

In 2011, Buckley was named vice president, Engineering, Manufacturing and Logistics (EM&L) for the 

Land and Self-Protection Systems division, where he had executive responsibility for all EM&L activities 

in support of the division’s programs. 

 

He earned a bachelor’s degree in mechanical engineering from the University of Maryland and a master’s 

degree in systems engineering from John Hopkins University. He also completed the General Managers 

Program at Harvard Business School. Buckley serves on the Aerospace Engineering Advisory Board at 

the University of Maryland and on the board of trustees for the Maryland Zoo. 

 

Northrop Grumman is a leading global security company providing innovative systems, products and 

solutions in autonomous systems, cyber, C4ISR, strike, and logistics and modernization to customers 

worldwide. Please visit www.news.northropgrumman.com and follow us on Twitter, @NGCNews, for 

more information. 


